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Example: 
Patient’s street address is 1232 Southwest Independence Apartment 400.  
Record: 1232 SW Independence Apt 400 
 
Patients with an Unknown Address: 

 
7. If the patient’s address is not available in the medical record, record NO ADDRESS or 

UNKNOWN. Do not leave blank. These cases should be rare and every effort should be made to 
obtain a valid address. The address data fields for these cases should be recorded as the city 
Unknown, the state as ZZ, the zip code should be 99999 and the FIPS as 999. Do not record the 
reporting facility’s city, state, zip and FIPS. 
 

8. Be aware that an excessive amount of unknown addresses will result in additional efforts by TCR 
staff to obtain a valid address which may include contacting the reporting facility or 
managing/following physician.  
 

Note: Document in TEXT REMARKS - OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: Patient 
address is unknown.  
 
9. Do not update this data item for the first primary if the patient’s address changes with subsequent 

admissions or subsequent primaries. 
 
10. For helpful complete address information log onto http://zip4.usps.com/zip4/welcome.jsp. 
 
Persons with More than One Residence: 
 
These include snowbirds that live in the south for the winter months, sunbirds that live in the north 
during the summer months, and people with vacation residences which they occupy for a portion of    
the year. 
 
11. Code the residence where the patient spends the majority of time (usual residence). 

 
12. If the usual residence is not known or the information is not available, code the residence the 

patient specifies at the time of diagnosis. 
 
Persons with No Usual Residence: 
 
Homeless people and transients are examples of persons with no usual residence.  
 
13. Code the patient’s residence at the time of diagnosis as unknown.  
 
Note: Under pertinent information document that patient is homeless. An unknown address is 
not the same as homeless. 
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Temporary Residents:  
 
14. Code the place of usual residence rather than the temporary address for: 
 
 Migrant workers 
 Persons temporarily residing with family during cancer treatment 
 Military personnel on temporary duty assignment 
 Boarding school students below the college level (code the parent’s residence) 
 
15. Code the residence where the student is living while attending college. 

 
16. Code the address of the institution for Persons in Institutions. 
 
 Persons who are incarcerated 
 Persons who are physically handicapped, mentally retarded, or mentally ill who are residents of 

homes, schools, hospitals, or wards. 
 Residents of nursing and rest homes 
 Long-term residents of other hospitals such as Veteran’s Administration (VA) hospitals 
 
Persons in the Armed Forces and on Maritime Ships (Merchant Marine): 

 
17. Armed Forces—For military personnel and their family members, code the address of the 

military installation or surrounding community as stated by the patient. 
 
18. Personnel Assigned to Navy, Coast Guard, and Maritime Ships—The US Census Bureau has 

detailed rules for determining residency for personnel assigned to these ships. The rules refer to 
the ship’s deployment, port of departure, destination, and its homeport. Refer to US Census 
Bureau Publications for detailed rules at www.census.gov. 

 
 
ADDRESS AT DX—SUPPLEMENTAL (NAACCR ITEM #2335) (FORDS pg. 43) 
Description 
Provides the ability to store additional address information such as the name of a place or facility (a 
nursing home or name of an apartment complex). 
 
Explanation 
A registry may receive the name of a facility instead of a proper street address containing the street 
number, name, direction, or other elements necessary to locate an address on a street file for the 
purpose of geocoding. 
 
Coding Instructions 
 
1. Do not use this data item to record the number and street address of the patient. 
 
2. Do not update this data item if the patient’s address changes. 
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b.  A patient’s address is in Canada and the zip code cannot be verified; record 99999 in the 
     zip code field.                                               

 
 c. A patient’s address is not documented in the medical record and remains unknown after                  
     researching all your facility’s resources; record 99999 in the zip code field. 
 
FIPS COUNTY CODE AT DIAGNOSIS (NAACCR ITEM #90) (FORDS pg. 48)  
  
Description 
Identifies the county of the patient’s residence at the time of diagnosis.  If the patient has multiple 
tumors, the county codes may be different for each tumor. 
  
Explanation  
This data item may be used for epidemiological purposes (e.g., to measure the cancer burden in a 
particular geographical area).  
  
Coding Instructions  
 
1. Enter the appropriate three-digit code for the county of residence. Use codes issued by the Federal 

Information Processing Standards (FIPS) publication, Counties and Equivalent Entities of the 
United States, Its Possessions, and Associated areas. This publication is available at: 
www.epa.gov/enviro/html/codes/state.html. 

 
2. Refer to Appendix C for the list of Texas FIPS county codes.  
 
3. If the patient has multiple tumors, the FIPS county codes may be different for each tumor.  
 
4. Enter the three-digit code 998 if the patient lives out of state, but the address is unknown. 
 
5. For facilities using SCL, the FIPS code will automatically display when the city and zip is 

entered.  
 
6. Do not update this data item if the patient’s county of residence changes after diagnosis. 
 
7. ACoS facilities following the FORDS’ guideline to code the country of residence geocode (see 

Appendix G) in this data field for non-U.S. residents, MX, CD and XX will be accepted by the 
TCR Edits.  

 
Note: Every effort should be made to record the patient’s address from resources available in 
your facility. If the patient’s address is not available do not leave blank. The address data 
fields for these cases should be recorded as Unknown in the street address, Unknown in the 
city, ZZ in the state, 99999 in the zip code and 999 in the FIPS data field. Do not record the 
reporting facility’s city, state, zip and FIPS for unknown addresses. 
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CODE DESCRIPTION DEFINITION 
001–507 County at diagnosis Valid Texas FIPS code 

998 Outside state/country & 
code is unknown 

Known town, city, state, or country of residence, but 
county code not known AND a resident outside the state 
of Texas (must meet all criteria) 

999 Unknown county The county is unknown and not documented in the 
patient’s medical record 

 
 
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER (NAACCR ITEM #2320) (FORDS pg. 37) 
 
Description 
Identifies the patient by social security number.  
 
Explanation 
This item is used by the TCR in internal processes such as linking for resolution of duplicate 
primaries and consolidation.  
 
Coding Instructions 
 
1. Every effort should be made to obtain the social security number. Research all resources from 

your facility for this information. 
 
2. Enter the patient’s nine-digit social security number in this field. 
 
3. If the social security number is unavailable or unknown, enter all 9's in this field. 
 
4. A patient’s Medicare number may not be identical to the person’s social security number. 
 
5. Do not put dashes or slashes in this field. 
 
Note: Social security numbers are used for Medicare benefits. Suffix A on a social security 
number indicates the number is the patient's Medicare number. Other suffixes identify 
another person's Medicare number under which the patient may be entitled to receive 
benefits.  Take caution to enter the patient's social security number and not the spouse's or 
guardian’s number. 
 
The following are not allowed: 
• First 3 digits= 000 or 666 
• Fourth and fifth digits= 00 
• Last four digits= 0000  
• First digit= 8 or 9 (except for 9999999999) 
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